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Mexico resumes national Open Government process

e The new administration represented by the Ministry of Public Affairs (SFP, in Spanish)
the National Institute for Transparency, Access to Information and Protection of
Personal Data (INAIl, in Spanish) and the Civil Society Core Group (NOSC, in Spanish)
resume the national Open Government process in Mexico through a new
coordination figure named the Coordination Committee.

e The Coordination Committee has agreed on a roadmap to tackle illegal state
surveillance in Mexico, and it's first activity is a public forum on March 26th, 2019 to
initiate the co-creation and implementation of a public policy so as to avoid cases like
Pegasus from happening again.

e The former complies with the conditions to start the collaborative construction of a
Fourth National Action Plan in Mexico 2019-2021 to be submitted to the Open
Government Partnership.

The members of the Coordination Committee of the Open Government Partnership in
Mexico (AGA, in Spanish) -integrated by SFP, NOSC and INAI-, have resumed dialogue and
work towards the coordination of construction, follow-up and evaluation process of National
Action Plans in Mexico for this international initiative. In February, two preparation meetings
were held to define the scope of resuming work of the Committee, and the development of
the roadmap to tackle illegal state surveillance in Mexico.

Following the official complaints of the alleged illegal surveillance acts against activists and
human rights defenders, as well as the scope reduction of the Third National Action Plan
commitments which resulted in the NOSC's exit from the Tripartite Technical Secretariat in
May 2017, the members of the Coordination Committee have agreed on a roadmap to avoid
cases like Pegasus from ever happening.

This roadmap will start off with a public forum on March 26th, 2019 which seeks to foster
open and plural dialogue on state or government surveillance in Mexico so as to create a
public policy to prevent and control it. The policy will be designed through a collaborative
process which will include: consults, interviews, working sessions and workshops with key
stakeholders (civil servants, academia, experts, national and international Civil Society
representatives).

The head of the Federal Executive branch, as well as INAI have publicly reprimanded on
several occasions surveillance actions and communication interception without judicial
controls. INAI has also shown commitment with the protection of personal data since the
official complaint from Civil Society was submitted, this was confirmed with the recent
resolution from a Plenary Session on the use of the Pegasus malware. The collectively agreed
upon roadmap complies with the basic social demands so as to guarantee legality,



transparency and accountability in Mexico regarding the use of technology for governmental
surveillance.

The Coordination Committee -as the governance body of AGA- has been strengthened by
incorporating the Academia as a new permanent participant. So starts the creation of a
Fourth National Action Plan in Mexico 2019-2021 in compliance with the set conditions, which
needs to be submitted by August 3lst, 2019.

Thus, AGA seeks to contribute to the goal of democratization of public decision making, as
well as opening spaces to public deliberation through design and co-creation of
commitments directed at promoting society's presence in public decision making
processes.
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